
 

Jesus.   A conscientious and 

deliberate pruning of our 

hearts will create growth and 

we will flourish in Christ.  Any 

sin in our lives will stunt our growth.  

When the Spirit convicts us of sin, we 

confess and repent and God is quick to 

help us get rid of the stubble in our 

lives.  

Conclusion 

Pruning is vital to our Christian walk.  

Whether it comes from God’s 

disciplining and loving hand or from 

some hardship in life, we can choose to 

allow the pruning so we are more 

productive for Christ.  Tim McConnell 

summarizes the process and the beauty 

of pruning well: 

I believe our daily faith walk should be 

all about opening our very souls to the 

divine gaze and the “pruning knife” of 

our Father who desires for us to be like 

his son Jesus. This often painful 

confession and exposure involves a 

process of daily conversation with God 

and surrender to his will. The stripping 

away of ourselves until there is nothing 

left except love for God and our 

brothers and sisters will produce the 

fruit of which Jesus speaks. We must 

not expect immediate fruit, but fruit will 

happen from a mature and intimate 

relationship with God. God wants us to produce the 

fruit mentioned by Paul in Galatians 5:22, 23. He 

wants fruit that reflects the transformation of our 

lives from what we are to what we can become. 

Questions to Ponder 

1. How has God recently pruned you?  What new 

fruit came from it? 

 

 

 

 

2. How would you describe the beauty of pruning? 

How is the process beautiful? 

 

 

 

 

3. What was the hardest pruning experience you 

have encountered?  In what ways can you still 

find gratitude for the pruning? 
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The Process of Pruning  

In horticulture, the gardener trims a plant by 

cutting away dead or overgrown branches to 

increase fruitfulness or growth.  The overgrown 

branches can choke the plant robbing it from 

needed nutrients.  Ultimately the stress caused 

will diminish the fruit the plant would normally 

bear.  

We too must undergo spiritual pruning to 

eliminate unwanted desires, behaviors, 

thoughts or priorities in our lives that choke our 

potential in Christ.  We can be disciplined by 

engaging in Bible study, prayer, and walking 

daily in harmony with the Spirit.  God also uses 

tools to prune us.   

Trials prune us.  James 1:2-4 tells us that 

testing, or trials, will work within us to produce 

a steadfast faith and perseverance.  When we 

cooperate with God in times of adversity, He 

will cut away all that hinders our growth.  He 

will increase our faith and trust in Him.  He will 

produce more fruit, if we submit to how He 

wants to rid us of any unbiblical, ungodly 

thoughts or behaviors.  

God’s Discipline prunes us.  When we are 

disobedient or negligent in our walk with God, 

He promised to discipline us.  God disciplines us 

as a loving father; if we are His, He will prunes 

us to cleanse us from rebellion and impurities.  

We repent, He forgives and the slate and our 

hearts are clean. Discipline yields a 

particular fruit in our lives:  “For the 

moment all discipline seems painful rather 

than pleasant, but later it yields the 

peaceful fruit of righteousness to those 

who have been trained by it. (Hebrews 

12:11) 

God in Love Prunes Us.  

God is constantly transforming us through 

the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

The Holy Spirit convicts us of anything 

that needs to go, to make room for the 

new person God wants us to become.  

The closer we draw to God, the more the 

Spirit will prune us in order to transform 

us.   (Colossians 2:11, 2 Corinthians 3:18) 

We Desire Pruning 

Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from 

what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel 

for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful 

to the master of the house, ready for 

every good work.  2 Timothy 

2:21 

As believers we should 

desire our own pruning.  

We want to live lives that 

are pleasing to God.  We 

want to rid ourselves of all 

that hinders our walk with 

Every branch that  

does not bear fruit, he takes away,  

and every branch that does 

bear fruit, he prunes 

that it may bear more fruit. 

John 15:2 

 

Our loving Gardener delights in a 

believer's fruit-bearing life.  We know 

the spiritual fruit we bear comes from 

the nurturing, indwelling Holy Spirit.  

Apart from Christ, we can do nothing. 

The surrendered heart of a believer, 

devoted to abiding with Christ, will 

grow and flourish, bearing much fruit.  

A fruitful life for Christ is a 

productive, joyful, and abundant life. 

Not only do we honor God with a life 

lived through the Spirit (Galatians 

5:16-26), we experience peace and 

joy.   

Bearing fruit is the result of a 

disciplined life that continually 

submits to God’s shaping and 

pruning.  Just as a vine requires 

pruning to flourish, so too our hearts 

must undergo a “cutting away” of all 

that doesn’t glorify God or bear fruit.  


